		Fall 2017

[bookmark: _GoBack]Solutions Journalism Story Assignment
JOUR 330 

Due Date: Students will present their final, edited stories to professional evaluators the week of December 4.
Points Possible: 150 
Grade Weighting: 15% of final course grade
Overview: 
Students will be assigned to a multi-media journalism team with colleagues enrolled in JOUR 345 this semester. Each team will research and develop an original solutions journalism piece. Students in JOUR 330 will be responsible for all video story elements and writing and editing a video news package for the story complete with at least four essential on-camera interviews and B-roll. 
Specifics:
For this assignment, with your reporting team (see list below) you will gather information and tell an original solutions journalism story. Solutions Journalism is reporting on responses to issues or concerns. These are stories about the how-to’s of problem-solving that are grounded in evidence and results. 
Although you will research and report on your topic together, each team member will turn in their own final story. Your team member in 345 will be responsible for writing a multi-media print/online version of the story. You will be responsible for producing a two minute and 30 second video news package on the story and creating all essential video elements for the online story. 
Package:
For this assignment, you will gather information; shoot video; conduct on-camera interviews; and write, script, voice, and edit a news package for your solutions journalism story. The package should be no longer than 2:30. Given the scope and depth of solutions journalism stories, you likely will not be able cover all elements of the story in your package. You will need to pick part of the story to break out and tell (e.g., causes of a problem, one associated response). Your package should focus on the characters affected by a problem or the people involved with solving a problem. Your package must include a bridge standup. You’re encouraged to help other students shoot video and standups for their stories.

You will submit TWO package scripts: 1) Editing script – this script is your actual package script. It should include your reporter narration and all the directions for your “editor” including video to cover your track and SOTS that are fully written out with time cues. This script will be turned in via Google Drive 2) Show scripts – these scripts (three parts) should include an anchor lead and on camera tag as well as the proper commands in the package row of the rundown (e.g., “take package” and lower third computer graphic (cg) times for the show director and anchor, the total running time and the outcue). These scripts will be submitted on Inception.



Video Elements:
As the visual reporter on your team, you will supply all of the video elements for the multi-media online piece written by your teammate in JOUR 345 including (but not limited to) extended on-camera interviews and a video slide show.
Grading:
· Reporting and Story Quality – As a team, you will receive an overall grade for the quality of your solutions journalism story and reporting. 50 points will be earned for the story angle, depth of reporting, sources, evidence, and narrative quality. See attached rubric.
· Package - Each package will be worth 80 points. Points will be earned for eight different factors. See attached rubric.
· Additional Video Elements - The additional video elements will be worth 20 points and will grading on technical quality as well as how well they enhance/add to the quality of the online piece. 

	Solutions Journalism Story Topic
	Team Members

	Financial Literacy 
	Kelly (345), Mikaela (330)

	Over-Committed College Students
	Julianna (345), Marisa (330)

	Body Image and Positive Media Responses
	Nicola (345), Kristin (330)

	Pepperdine Sports Attendance
	JB (345), Jack & Camry (330)

	Drowsy Driving 
	Duncan (345), Jennevieve (330)

	Diversity Course
	Allison (345), Kayiu (330)

	Loneliness at Pepperdine 
	Mary Cate (345), Alexa (330)

	Shelter Animals
	Sophia (345), Gabby (330)

	Campus Parking 
	Hansol (345), Logan (330)




